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iMovie: Digital Storytelling

*** iMovie’s interface with terminology is located on the final page ***

1. Getting Started
a) Document your activities by using the provided digital
camera
b) Using a USB cable connect the camera to the computer.
c) Open iPhoto
d) iPhoto will automatically import your pictures and
movies from the camera.
e) Click the Plus Tab in iPhoto to create a new album and
assign it a name.
f) Click on the Edit menu and choose Select All. Now you can
drag over the pictures into the new album.
g) Now we are ready to open iMovie.
h) When the following window appears, (see below) click on the Create Project
tab.
i) When the Save As window appears (below), give your movie an appropriate
name; designate where you want it saved; and click the Save tab. By default it
will save it in your Movies folder, which makes it easy to find.
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2. Add Pictures from iPhoto – Make sure that you have selected the Clip
Viewer.

Note: Now that we imported the images into iPhoto, you may bring the pictures
into iMovie.
a. Select the Media Tab, then select the Photos Tab.
b. From the sidebar menu, highlight the Photo library or one of the Albums.
c. The photos will appear below the sidebar menu below.
d. Click on the picture you want.
e. If you want, click on Photo Settings tab to change the duration of time that the
picture will appear in your
movie.
f. You can also Zoom in or out on
your picture.
g. If you want a bit of motion
during the duration of your
picture, keep the check next to Ken Burns Effect.
h. With the Ken Burns Effect, you now have the option of experimenting with the
Reverse option.
i. Be sure to use the Preview tab as you try the different options This may take
some practice.
j.

Click Apply when you have the effect you want.

k. If you are satisfied, drag the photo from the Clip Pane to the Clip Viewer (Give
it time to render).
l. If you decide to make changes to the title, highlight the photo, go to the Photos
panel, and make your changes.
m. Be sure to click the Update tab for the changes to take effect.
n. Don’t forget to preview your change.
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3. Add and Arrange the Clips in the Clip Viewer
a. Make sure that you have selected the Clips Tab.
b. Select the Media Tab, then select the Photos Tab (even though we are adding
video).
c. From the sidebar menu, highlight the Photo library or one of the Albums.
d. The videos will appear below the sidebar menu below.
e. Drag the clips into the Clip Viewer
Note: The clips can be identified by a video icon as well as
the .avi file extension.
f.

You can rearrange the order by clicking & dragging them into
the Clip Pane.

g. Press the Home tab

and then press the Space bar to see the results of your

work. The Space Bar can also be used to stop the movie.
h. You can also Split a clip if it is too long. Just move the playhead to where you
want to split the clip, and then choose Split Video Clip at Playhead from the
Edit menu.

4. Create a Still-Image from a Clip Go to the Edit Menu and select Create
Still Frame
a. Go to the Edit Menu and select Create Still.
b. It now appears on the Clip Pane.
c. Click on the name of the clip and highlight it.
d. Rename it appropriately ending the name with Still so that you know it is still
frame and not a clip.
e. You may want to change the duration of the still clip. (It automatically defaults
to 5 seconds.) Double-click on it. The following window will appear. Change the
number next to
Duration.
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5. Remove Clips from iMovie:
a. Click and drag the clip that you want to remove from the Timeline and place it
on the Clip Pane.
b. Use this feature want to temporarily remove a clip from your project.

6. Delete Clips from the Pane
a. Highlight the clip
b. Click the Delete key

7. Add an Effect to a Clip or Still
a. Highlight the clip or still
b. Select the Editing tab and then select Video FX.
c. Use the Preview tab to see how it will look on the monitor.
d. Click Apply when you have the effect you want (Give it Time to Render).
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8. Add a Transition
a. Highlight a clip. Select the Editing
tab then the Transitions tab from the
top.
b. From the Transitions window, select
the effect that you want.
c. Use the Preview tab to see how it
will look on the monitor.
d. Check out the various options from
the Transitions window such as the
speed or direction of transition entry
as it applies.
e. Be sure to use the Preview tab as you try the different options.
f. If you are satisfied, drag the transition from the list of transitions and place it
between 2 clips. Clips must be at least 2:10 seconds long. A transition icon will
now appear between the 2 clips (Give it time to render).
g. You can view a transition by selecting it on the Clip Viewer and selecting the
play button.
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h. If you decide to make changes to the transition, highlight the transition, go to the
Transitions panel, and make your changes.
i. *** Be sure to click the Update tab for the changes to take effect.

j. Don’t forget to preview your changes.
9. Add a Title
a. Highlight a clip or still
b. Select the Editing Tab and select Titles Tab.
c. From the Titles window, select a title type from the Title List.
d. Select a font size by dragging the Text Size slider.
e. Also, select the font and color
f. Type your text in the text boxes provided.
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10. Adding Sound
a. Select the Timeline Viewer
b. Select the Media tab
c. Select the Audio tab
d. Highlight a clip or still
e. From the Audio window, click the Record button and speak
into the microphone.
f. To stop, click the Record button again
g. Your voice clip will appear in the Timeline Viewer as an audio track.
h. Move the Playhead to the beginning of the sound. Press the spacebar to hear it.
i. If you do not like the audio, highlight the voice clip on the Timeline and delete
it.

11. iTunes – Importing Audio
Note: If you use iTunes and have music stored in the
program, you may bring audio into iMovie.
a. Select the Timeline Viewer
b. Select the Media Tab and then select Audio Tab
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from the top.
c. From the pop-up menu, highlight the iTunes library or one of the Playlists.
d. Select a song from the Audio list
e. Drag the song into the Timeline Viewer pane

12. Volume Meter

a. If you want to raise or lower only one part of the sound track, click on the line
on the sound track and drag it up or down. When I want a fade in and fade out
for a particular track, I drag the Volume Meter to zero, raise the line close to the
beginning of the track and then lower it close to the end of the track. The best
way to learn how to do this is to practice.
Note: This also works for the sound that is part of the original video.

b. Mute the voice track from the original video.
c. Make sure that the Timeline Viewer is active. Uncheck the box found on the
right end of the original track.
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13. View the iMovie on a Full Screen
a. Go to the beginning of the movie by clicking on the Home tab on the
Playback controls.
b. Click the Play Full Screen tab
c. Watch your movie
d. Clicking anywhere on the screen and your movie will stop.

14. Export your iMovie to QuickTime
a. From the File menu, select Export
b. From the Export pop-up menu, choose To QuickTime
c. Compress Movie for… select the Quality from the drop down menu
d. Click the Share tab
e. A Save As window will appear
f. Give your completed movie a name. (By default, it will be saved in the Movies
Folder).
g. Get a snack at this time… this may take a few minutes… depending on the size
of your iMovie.
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15. Trash all your Cuts and Deletes
a. When you are completely done, it is a good idea to empty the Trash Can in
iMovie. All the stills, clips and audio you have deleted or cut while working on
your project remains in the Trash Can until it is emptied. These files take up a lot
of disk space on your computer.
b. Click on the Trash Can icon
c. You will see the following window
d. If you are ready, click Empty Trash tab.

16. iMovie Help
a. Go to the Help menu and select iMovie Help
b. A window will appear
c. Try using the Ask a Question feature. Just type some key words that relate to
what information you are seeking. For example: record voice
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