
Assi gnment:

Consider the argument for legalizing drugs that John
Lemoult makes in his article.  Respond to LeMoult; why do
you agree or disagree with his argument?

What If Drugs Were Legal?

What if drugs were legal? Could you imagine what
it would do to our society? Well according to John E.
LeMoult, a lawyer with twenty years of experience on
the subject, feels we should at least consider it. I
would like to comment on his article "Legalize Drugs "
in the June 15, 1984, issue of the New York Times. I
disagree with LeMoult's idea of legalizing drugs to
cut the cost of crime.

LeMoult's article was short and sweet. He gives

the background of the legalization of drugs. For

example, the first antidrug laws of the United States

were passed in 1914. The laws were put in effect

because of the threat of the Chinese imagrants. In

addition, he explains how women were the first to use

laudanun, an over the counter drug, as a substitute

for drinking; it was unacceptable for women to drink.

By explaining this he made the reader feel that

society was the cause of women using the substitute,

laudanun, for drinking. LeMoult proceeded from there

to explain how the money to buy drugs comes from us

as a society. Since drug addicts turn to crime to get

money we become a corrupt society. Due to this we

spend unnecessary money protecting inocent citizen by

means of law enforcement, jails, and ect. LeMoult

says that if we legalize drugs that "Overnight the

cost of law enforcement, courts, judges, jails and

convict rehabilitation would be cut in half. The

savings in tax would be more than $50 billion a year.



LeMoult might be correct by saying that our cost
of living in society would be cut in half if drugs
were legalized, however, he is justifying a wrong to
save money. In my opinion legalizing drugs is the
easy man's way out. Just because crime is high due
to the fact that the cost of drugs is unbeleivable
it doesn't make legalizing them right. We all know
drugs are dangerous to the body and society without
any explanation, therefore, you shouldn't legalize
something that is dangerous.

My only and most important argument to LeMoult is

the physical harm it would bring by legalizing drugs.

People abuse their right to use alcoholic beverages

because they re legal. For example, LeMoult himself

says the amount of drug addicts is small compared to

alcoholics. Why?-of course it is because of the

legalization of alcohol. When you make something

legal it can and will be done with little hassel. Why

allow something to be done with ease when it is

wrong? LeMoult's points are good and true but I

believe he is approaching the subject in the wrong

manner. Drugs are wrong, therefore, should not be

legal!


