8 Steps for Reading Drafts

Always give a copy to the writer when you return the draft

Writer’s Name:

Paper Title:

Reader’s Name:

I. Read the first paragraph, then stop. What do you expect the rest of the paper to argue or prove?  What does the focus seem to be?

II. Read the remainder of the paper very quickly--skim it.  Do you see any obvious digressions from what you expected?  If so, what and where are they? Do any segments of the paper seem to be unconnected from what came before? If so, where and what are they?

III.  If the assignment seems to mandate a thesis, can you find it in the introduction?  Does the thesis (however long) contain both a claim and a reason?

IV. Re-read carefully.  Do you still see the digressions and lack of transitions? 

V. Read the concluding paragraph carefully. How does it express consequences or areas for future investigation?  What will you MOST remember from this paper? Is that the same as the writer's thesis and most important points?

VI. Do any of the writer's claims NOT convince you? If so, what are the claims and why?  Do any convincing claims seem too far from the paper's focus and thesis?

VII. Note 3 or 4 Most-pressing content issues for revision:

VIII. Note 3 or 4 Most-pressing grammatical and stylistic issues for revision. Where can the writer get help from Writer's Web ?

